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President's Corner
 
By Dodie Sachs   

As the GCBA President throughout this COVID year, things have been very
different than what I envisioned.  I had a plan for special programs that I
wanted to run this year, which I ended up abandoning due to COVID.  I
know that COVID has impacted all of us in different ways; some good and
some not so good.  I want to take this moment to focus on something that I
was able to accomplish.  The GCBA is going on a Socially Distanced Civil
Rights Tour to Montgomery and Selma, Alabama led by Etgar 36.  Etgar 36
normally runs an engaging summer program for teens, that I avidly stalk on
Facebook each summer, watching all the places that they go, and seeing
the talks they hear.  The Goal of their Summer Journey is to empower teens to get involved
politically and socially to create change in the world. So, when I learned that they are doing
these Socially Distanced Civil Rights trips to Alabama, I was excited to bring the opportunity for
this trip to you all.  There are a few spots left, the majority of the tour is outside so it is COVID
safe.  There is a separate price for adults and children, but the trip is not recommended for
children under 12. I hope that you all can come. Register HERE.  They also have two-day
journeys that include Birmingham, that maybe we can take in the future.

February is also Black History Month, and since I'm writing this on February 15, just past
Valentine's Day, this love story I read about from the AJC seems very appropriate today.  Betty
and John Sanford forced Georgia to issue the first Interacial Marriage License in 1971, four
years after the Loving decision in the Supreme Court. Read the Story here.  

Finally, please come join us at our February Luncheon (details below).  The Chief Judges of
Gwinnett's Courts are coming to speak about news and updates for their Courts.  I'll see you
there. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Attend the GCBA February 2021 Luncheon

  
Join us for the GCBA February 2021 luncheon! This month's luncheon will be held on February 19, 2021
at 12pm, at:

The 1818 Club
6500 Sugarloaf Pkwy.
Duluth, GA 30097
 
The Chief Judges of Gwinnett County, including Judges George Hutchinson, Pamela South, Kristina
Hammer-Blum, Christopher Ballar, and Robert Waller, will speak about the impact of COVID19 on the
courts, and other important updates about the Courts.   
 
We will be observing COVID Safety protocols at the luncheon.  We have capped our registration at 50
members, and once we meet that limit we will not allow additional people to attend in person.  We
normally have 10 - 20 people in person, so we are normally well below the CDC guidelines.  The
luncheon tables will be spaced out and there will be a limited number of people at each table so we can
social distance. 

We will also broadcast the luncheon via Zoom.  To register, click here.

Attend the GCBA Civil Rights Experience
Trip on February 27, 2021

Please join us for the GCBA Civil Rights Experience. We will travel to Montgomery and Selma, AL for a
COVID aware guided tour of historic civil rights sites. 

The civil rights tour will visit historic sites in Montgomery and Selma, starting at the Rosa Parks Statue in
Montgomery.  We will visit the Equal Justice Initiative Legacy Museum, the James Reeb Memorial in
Selma, and walk across the Edmund Pettus Bridge.  To see the Itinerary, click HERE. 

The civil rights tour will be hosted by Etgar 36 founder Billy Planer. Mr. Planer has been planning and
hosting civil rights experiences for groups since 2004. 

This is a COVID aware event. We will meet in Montgomery and caravan to all event locations in
separate cars.The entire event is outdoors unless you choose to enter museums. The museums follow
COVID guidelines and socially distance participants as well.  Participants need to bring and wear a mask
during all scheduled program times.

The cost of the event is $175.00 for adults and $75 for children under 18, which includes the cost to
enter the museums.  The trip may not be appropriate for children under 12.  
 
To register, click here. 

Gwinnett County Police 
Citizen Advisory Board Formed

On January 19, 2021 the Gwinnett County Board of Commissioners adopted a Resolution (effective
February 1, 2021) to establish the Gwinnett County Police Citizens Advisory Board ("GCPCAB") in order
to ensure a vibrantly connected community where all stakeholders feel fully informed, engaged, and
heard. The mission of the Gwinnett County Police Citizens Advisory Board is to develop and maintain a
partnership with the Police Department for the purpose of engaging in a collaborative problem-solving
process that supports both the community and the Police Department's desire to enhance public safety.
 
The Gwinnett County Police Citizens Advisory Board shall be composed of eleven (11) residents of
Gwinnett County with various qualifications. One member shall be appointed to the board from the
Gwinnett County Bar Association Criminal Defense Section.  
 
In a separate resolution adopted February 2 by the Board of Commissioners, Attorney Sean Goldstein
was appointed to the GCPCAB as the representative of the GCBA Criminal Defense Section. Attorney
Goldstein will serve a one year term.   

Mock Trial Judges Needed
The Georgia Mock Trial Competition is seeking volunteer judges for the all virtual 2021 Season which
started on January 30.  
 
The 2021 season will feature an all virtual format. Judges are needed for competitions starting on
January 30 and lasting through March 21.   
 
To sign up, click here. To see the announcement flyer, click here.  

New Order By Georgia Supreme Court
Extending Judicial Emergency Due to

COVID19 Pandemic
The Georgia Supreme Court has issued a new order extending the judicial emergency due to the
COVID19 pandemic. 

To read the new order, click here. 

Child Suicide Awareness and Gun Safety
Program

The Arefin Law Office will host this important panel on Child
Suicide Awareness and Gun Safety on March 24th at 6:00PM via
Zoom. Please join this esteemed panel of child psychotherapists,
the Gwinnett County Sheriff's Office, the Gwinnett Football
League, and a survivor of suicide loss to see how we can address this issue as a family and community.
 
Please feel free to send questions in advance to Sharmin Arefin at sarefin@arefinlaw.com by March
22nd. The questions will remain anonymous.
 
Registration Information: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/141009351767

LEGAL UPDATES AND ARTICLES
Gwinnett County Confederate Monument Removed

Gwinnett Confederate
Monument Removed
On Thursday, Feb. 4, 2021, the Confederate Monument was
removed from the Grounds of the Gwinnett Historic Courthouse in
Lawrenceville. The Gwinnett County Board of Commissioners
voted unanimously on January 19 to remove the monument,
overturning the decision of their predecessors from almost three

decades prior. In 1993, county commissioners gave permission for the monument to be installed at the
request of the United Daughters of the Confederacy. (Casey Sykes for The Atlanta Journal-Constitution). 
Read more here.

Legal Aid Needs Your
Help
In the wake of COVID-19, Legal Aid is needed now more than ever
to address issues related to unemployment, housing issues, public
benefits, and domestic violence. Atlanta Legal Aid continues to
take cases and serve their clients via a brand new online intake process, but they need the help of volunteer
lawyers more than ever.  In particular, Legal Aid needs volunteers to help people in Landlord/ Tenant cases
and in helping Domestic Violence victims through the divorce process.  If you can help, or you would like
more information, please reach out to Sheila Huff, Pro Bono Coordinator at smhuff@atlantalegalaid.org.   To
see the power of Legal Aid attorneys and volunteers at work, click here.

Lawyer Joke
While we do not have a lawyer joke this month, we do have one of the funniest things to ever happen to
the legal profession. On the off chance you have not seen the video of the technologically challenged
lawyer who couldn't figure out how to turn off his feline filter and was forced to tell a judge that he wasn't
a cat during a video hearing, click here to watch.  

Articles and Updates
Welcome!!

If you would like to contribute to the GCBA Monthly Newsletter,  
e-mail submissions by the 5th of each month to Editor

Sean Goldstein.

Visit our Facebook Page & our WEBSITE to stay updated
until our next newsletter.
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