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President's Corner
 
By Dodie Sachs   

December is barely half over, and already there is a lot going on.  From strictly a
bar news perspective, please make sure you go all the way down to the bottom of
the newsletter this Month, as there have been a lot of happenings, events, and
important announcements this month.  Thank you for everyone who contributed to
making our LEAD Luncheon a success, we have pictures and information below. 
Congratulations to Judge Veronica Cope on her swearing in as State Court Judge
(and her birthday).  Congratulations to Tiana P. Garner on her swearing in as
Gwinnett County Clerk of Court. Congratulations to Jon Setzer and Regina
Mathews on their appointments to the Magistrate Court Bench.   I was very sad to
hear of the passing of Mark Layng, a long time member of the bar, and former Magistrate and
Municipal Court Judge.  He was a nice guy with a great sence of humor, a big heart, and we will all
miss him.  We will publish more information, when we are able to. 

Happy holidays to everyone who celebrates a holiday this month, and happy New Year.  I hope 2021 is
filled with everyone's good health and happiness, and we all have a year of wealth and prosperity.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS

November Luncheon Recap
Law Enforcement Appreciation Day Headlines GCBA
November 2020 Luncheon

Our November luncheon was centered on Law Enforcement Appreciation
Day (LEAD). In lieu of the traditional yearly LEAD picnic, GCBA invited
police chiefs and staff from around Gwinnett County to our November
luncheon to be recognized.  
 
The luncheon was well attended by law enforcement. In attendance were
chiefs, deputy chiefs, and officers from Gwinnett, Lilburn, Suwanee,
Gwinnett Schools, Duluth, and many more.  
 
Gwinnett County Magistrate Court Judge Keith Miles was the keynote
speaker. Highlights of his remarks follow: 
 
"From living in Gwinnett County since 1984, and after working with law
enforcement and in the courts of this county for 33 years, I challenge
anyone to show me we are not blessed with some of the best departments
and officers in this state. That does not mean that there is an unbroken,
historical line of public service without any problems or failures, both institutional and individual. There have
been. We all want our heroes to be invincible and infallible. But police officers are people, too, like me and you.
They make mistakes. Just because you can put on a badge doesn't mean you may always deserve to wear one.
 
 
Although an officer may put on his or her pants like I do, one leg at a time, they are NOT like me. Someone truly
called to serve as a police officer has that "something" inside which I do not have. It's that something that makes
an officer crawl inside a burning car to pull someone out, that makes an officer willing to knock on the door at a
domestic violence call - not knowing who or what is on the other side, that allows an officer to stand quietly while
some angry person screams profanities in their face, and that enables an officer to tell a complete stranger that
someone that person loved is now gone.  
 
The white elephant in the room, and in rooms across our nation right now, is the relationship between law
enforcement and the community. The legitimate and righteous demand for social justice, which is a conversation
that has to happen, should not be contorted, as some may try to do, into the idea that our society has outgrown
its need for law enforcement as we know it. I believe that misguided argument is refuted every morning when I
watch the news about what happened just the night before." 
 
In addition, law enforcement agencies awarded multiple scholarships to deserving children of law enforcement
officers.  
 

Deserving recipient accepting a scholarship award. 

GCBA 2020 Holiday Party
The GCBA 2020 Holiday Party was held at The Atrium in Norcross on December 4. About 40 GCBA
members gathered to celebrate the holiday season with food and drinks. 
 

Veterans Day Correction
Veterans Day was observed on Wednesday, November 11, 2020. In our November newsletter, GCBA
thanked two veterans currently serving on the Gwinnett County Superior Court bench, Judges Angela
Duncan and Tadia Whitner. However, in error, GCBA indicated that these were the only two judges
serving on the Gwinnett County bench. That was incorrect. 

GCBA would like to thank all judges serving on the Gwinnett County bench that have served in the
armed forces. The Gwinnett County bench has many more serving veterans, and we would like to
honor them at this time. In addition to Judges Duncan and Whitner, Judges that GCBA is aware of
having served in the armed forces include but are not limited to:

Feature Headline
Judge Shawn Bratton, Gwinnett County State Court- Judge
Bratton served honorably in the United States Navy
Submarine Service. He served as a Missile Technician on the
nuclear submarine USS Pennsylvania from 1992-1995 and
was cleared for Top Secret clearance.  During his time in
service he received several awards until being honorable
discharged in January 1995. 

Feature Headline
Gwinnett County Senior Magistrate Court Judge James Argo served
honorably in the United States Marine Corps, including taking part in the
Vietnam conflict and in Operation Desert Storm. 

Feature Headline
Gwinnett County Magistrate Court Judge Gene Cantrell served honorably
in the armed forces. 

Feature Headline
Gwinnett County Magistrate Court Judge Robert Mitchum served
honorably in the United States Navy. 

Ninth Order Extending Statewide 
Judicial Emergency

Chief Justice Harold D. Melton signed his ninth order on December 9 extending for one month the
Statewide Judicial Emergency he first declared on March 14, 2020 due to COVID-19. The Chief
Justice is authorized under state law to declare such an emergency for a period of 30 days. He has
continued to do so every month since March. Today's order, which will expire on January 8, 2021, is
largely unchanged from the previous one, which he signed in November. That order lifted the
suspension on jury trials across the state. The order he signed in September lifted the suspension on
grand jury proceedings.
 
Read the Order, including the Appendix, in its entirety here.

Two New Judges Appointed To
 Gwinnett County Magistrate Court

 
The judges of the Superior Court and Chief Magistrate Kristina Hammer Blum met on Thursday, December 3, 2020, to
interview finalists for the two full-time magistrate positions within the Gwinnett Magistrate Court. This daunting task
lasted into the early evening hours as so many well-qualified candidates were interviewed and considered. After
successive rounds of discussions and votes, two new full time magistrates were selected. They are:

Feature Headline
Regina J. Matthews
Regina J. Matthews is a local practitioner who recently returned to her
practice in Gwinnett from serving as Law Clerk for the Hon. Eleanor L.
Ross, Northern District of Georgia. Prior to that, she worked as a Senior
Staff Attorney for the Hon. Karen Beyers, Gwinnett County Superior Court.
Those years of experience in judicial offices gives Ms. Matthews immediate
insight into the roles and duties of a judicial officer. Her other prior
experience has been as a sole practitioner with an emphasis on criminal
law, family law, juvenile law and mediation. Ms. Matthews also previously
served the citizens of DeKalb County as a public defender, where she tried
numerous felony and misdemeanor cases and served as a Supervising
Attorney for both State and Superior Court, including Mental Health Court.
Ms. Matthews earned her Juris Doctorate from the Emory University

School of Law and her B.A. from the University of South Carolina. She is a member of many various civic and legal
organizations, including Junior League, in which she serves as the State Public Affairs Committee Chair, the Georgia
Association of Women Lawyers, in which she serves as the Director of Communications for the Gwinnett Chapter,
and the Georgia Association of Black Women Attorneys.

Feature Headline
Jon W. Setzer
Jon W. Setzer will be joining the Magistrate Court after serving the citizens
of Gwinnett County for twelve years in the District Attorney's office, where
he rose to the level of Trial Team Supervisor. Mr. Setzer has been assigned
to or supervised the majority of Gwinnett County Superior Court trial
divisions, in which he has tried numerous felony cases and earned a
reputation for fairness, preparedness and professionalism. Before
Gwinnett, he served as an Assistant District Attorney in the Oconee
Judicial Circuit. Mr. Setzer is a former President, Vice-President, Secretary,
and Treasurer of the Gwinnett County Bar Association. He also has a
passion for working with youth.   He is a committed advocate and volunteer
for the Georgia Mock Trial Program, in which he has served as both
committee member and Chair since 2009. Mr. Setzer is presently a
volunteer coach with the Gwinnett Soccer Academy and has been a
volunteer soccer coach with various community organizations since 2006.

Resuming Jury Trials in Gwinnett County

Gwinnett County has a committee established to develop procedures to safely resume jury trials in Gwinnett
County.  Judge Tadia Whitner has graciously shared with us the PowerPoint presentation that was presented to
the Jury Committee highlighting the current ideas and procedures that Gwinnett County is considering.  Please
click HERE to view the presentation.   If you have opinions on how to safely resume jury trials in Gwinnett
County or you would like your comments and concerns about the informaiton in the presentation to be shared
with the greater committee, please contact Dodie Sachs GCBA President or Danielle Mays GCBA President -
Elect who are members of this committee. 

Lawyer Volunteers Needed for Vote Review
Panel and Ballot Monitors for Upcoming Runoff

Election 
Attention Lawyers!  Lawyer Volunteers to Support DPG's Vote Review Panel Members and Ballot
Monitors in January 5, 2021, Runoff Election

If you are a lawyer and you live in Georgia or you are willing to travel to Georgia, the Democratic Party
of Georgia (DPG) is recruiting attorney volunteers to support DPG's credentialed Vote Review Panel
Members and Ballot Monitors in key Georgia counties. Your primary role will be to help ensure that
there are no disruptions to the ballot processing.
If you are interested in serving as an attorney volunteer, you will be asked to be present at the
designated county's elections office where the processing of ballots is taking place.  
We will be scheduling volunteers for dates beginning December 21 and ending January 12. You will be
asked to be on-call for the particular dates that you have selected. You should reserve the entire day,
but once we have the county's plans, we will schedule you for a shift on that day. When you register,
please be sure to include the Georgia counties where you are willing to serve during your selected
shifts.  
Before each shift, you will be provided with the names of, and contact information for, the Ballot
Monitors and/or Voter Review Panel Members that you will be assisting on that shift. Prior to your first
shift you will be required to attend online training which will provide you with more information about
your responsibilities.
If you are interested in becoming part of the DPG Voter Protection lawyer cavalry, please fill out and
submit this
form: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/17PiL7SUlREBOga9p6MVRrSazuawrekWTXmgpG6sKuV8/edit 

Swearing In Ceremony of State Court Judge The
Honorable Veronica Higgs Cope

On Monday, December 14, 2020, Veronica Higgs Cope was sworn in as our newest State Court Judge.  The
Honrable John Doran gave the Oath of Office to Judge Cope.  

Photos by Wesley Person.

Swearing In Ceremony of Clerk of Court 
Tiana P. Garner

On December 17, 2020, Tiana P. Garner was sworn in as Gwinnett County's Clerk of Court. 

Photos by Wesley Person.

SECTION UPDATES
No section updates this month. 

JOBS
Lee Washburn Now Certified Civil Mediator

In addition to my law practice, I am proud to announce that I am now a registered civil and domestic relations
mediator. As an experienced trial attorney, I have litigated hundreds of cases, in many metro Atlanta
courtrooms, over the past 40 years. Having handled hundreds of civil, personal injury, wrongful death, and
domestic relations cases, I understand the complex liability and damages issues, and custody, child support and
alimony questions that often arise in these types of cases. Mediation is a way to get your client's case resolved
in a reasonable time and at a reasonable cost, without the inevitable Covid delays. Please call or email me to
get your case scheduled. I may be contacted at 770-963-4300 or leewashburn@llwlaw.com with my office
located at 245 W. Crogan St., Lawrenceville, GA. 30046 

Office Space
Doug Lewis has office space available to rent at his office conveniently located across from the Gwinnett County
Recorder's Court and Juvenile Court building at 154 Stone Mountain Street, Lawrenceville, GA 30046.  Please
contact Doug at 770-682-3765 to inquire.

Law Office in downtown Lawrenceville has office space available for rent. Walking distance to the Courthouse
and to the downtown square. Office is approximately 14' x 14'. 
Monthly rent includes receptionist to handle your incoming calls, conference room, copier/scanner available,
kitchen and weekly cleaning service. Rent is $975 per month. 
If interested please email Apryle Titko at apryletitko@llwlaw.com. 

LEGAL UPDATES AND ARTICLES
Once in prison for life, this New Jersey lawyer's story has  

inspired an ABC TV series
 

In 1991, a Somerset County, New Jersey, jury decided Isaac Wright Jr. was a drug kingpin and sent him to
prison for life plus 70 years on related charges. Except Wright didn't do it-he was framed by the very prosecutor
arguing the case against him. Wright spent the next seven years studying law from his maximum-security prison
cell, eventually proving his innocence and winning his freedom. He achieved significant legal victories for 20 of
his fellow inmates along the way.
Sounds like the perfect plot for a TV show, right? That's exactly what rapper/TV producer Curtis "50 Cent"
Jackson thought when he heard Wright's story. Jackson assembled a team to adapt Wright's story, and the
fictionalized drama, For Life, debuted in February on ABC.
But there's more. To overturn his convictions, Wright first won a state supreme court case for another inmate,
which he then used to invalidate his own kingpin conviction. The remaining convictions crumbled after a
dramatic court hearing where Wright got a veteran police detective to admit he'd lied to the jury in Wright's
original trial.
Both the judge and the prosecutor involved in Wright's original case were investigated and convicted by federal
authorities for crimes unrelated to Wright's case, including tax fraud and embezzlement. The judge ended up
disbarred and in prison; the prosecutor killed himself rather than serve time.
Wright was pro se when he did his trial from prison, unlike his TV persona. He spent seven years post-release
earning back-to-back undergraduate and law degrees. Today, Wright is a litigator with the Newark, New Jersey-
based firm Hunt, Hamlin & Ridley, primarily practicing criminal law. He also founded the Isaac Wright Jr. Network
for Justice, which upon its completion will be a searchable national online database for legal and social justice
nonprofits.
 
To read the entire article, click here.  

Trial Lawyers Organize Mask Up Fundraiser As  
Georgia Courthouses Reopen Amid Coronavirus Spike

 
The effort has raised over $50,000.00 thus far. 

Read the entire article here. 

New Georgia Guardian Ad Litem Directory

The Center for Navigating Family Change has synthesized guardian ad litem information and contacts so that
there is ONE central place for attorneys, judges, therapists, and clients to go to find good resources and
referrals when a private guardian is needed in a court case.
 
This started as a private list we kept when inquiries came to us regarding GALs in our area. It then occurred to
me that I would like to know who is out there that I might not be familiar with who can offer excellent services. I
personally think there is a small group of GALs who probably have too many cases and can't provide the
personalized service that they would like to for high-conflict families. So, this is your chance to let others know
who you are.
 
Take time to visit the web site we have created for this purpose at www.gagal.org. Any GAL in the state of
Georgia can be listed. You can list for FREE, which provides users with your name, county and phone number.
For an expanded listing, which includes your photo, bio, and link to your web site, the fee is $15/month or
$150/year. Proceeds from these listings will go to help us continue to provide valuable co-parenting services and
reunification therapy at the most economical fees possible.
 
If you have questions, feel free to contact me at diane@cnfc.org. I look forward to making you part of this
exciting new endeavor.
 
Wishing you a Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, and a better New Year!
 
Diane
 
 
Diane C. Dierks, LMFT, CFLE
Executive and Clinical Director

www.cnfc.org
www.dianedierks.com

News Release: Gwinnett County Office of the
Solicitor - General 

Gwinnett County Solicitor - General's Office Will Prosecute All Individuals Who
Threaten or Assault Election Workers, Volunteers, or Elected Officials

(Lawrenceville, Ga., December 10, 2020) - As a reminder for early voting, which is set to begin on December 14, the
Gwinnett County Solicitor General's Office will prosecute all individuals who threaten or assault election workers,
election officials, elected officials, volunteers and contractors. 

Any individual who would threaten or endanger the life of local election staff, electeed officials and volunteers, if
convicted of the stated offenses, will receive a recommendation of up to 12 months confinement and/ or a $1,000.00
fine per conviction pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 16-1-39.1 (Harassing Communications) and O.C.G.A. § 16-11-37
(Terroistic Threats).  State and Recorder's Court Judges maintain and enact all sentences. 

More serious offenses could be referred to the district attorney for prosecution as a felony. The Gwinnett County
Solicitor General's Office represents all the poeple of Gwinnett County regardless of their political party affilitation,
sexual orientation, gender, race, color, or creed.  We are aware that tensions are high in our communities and across
the nation, but violence will not be tolerated. We support laws for the equal protection of citizens. 

Story Contact: Arteen Afshar. Gwinnett County Solicitor's Office. 770.822.8329.
Arteen.Afshar@GwinnettCounty.com

Articles and Updates Welcome!!
If you would like to contribute to the GCBA Monthly Newsletter,  

e-mail submissions by the 5th of each month to Editor
Sean Goldstein.

Visit our Facebook Page & our WEBSITE to stay updated
until our next newsletter.
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