
 
Donald Lee 

GCBA
President
2019-2020

Diane Dierks 
404-218-1739

www.dianedierks.com

  SHARE:  Join Our Email List

 

October 2019 Newsletter

Visit our website! 

President's Corner
 
By Donald Lee   
  
I'd be remiss if I didn't take the time in this section to dedicate it to our next
luncheon speaker. Gwinnett County Police Chief Butch Ayers has been working to
protect and serve us here for 35 years. Please take a moment and think about what
you have been doing for the past 35 years. I was trying to figure out how to tie my
shoes, write a strong college application essay, eloquently deliver under the
Socratic method and promptly tie my kids' shoes to get out the door.
 
Butch has been literally been doing real consequential work in that same time.
Pardon me for calling him "Butch" so casually, but we graduated Leadership
Gwinnett together back in 2016. I got to know him during our year together in
various settings and I have always found him approachable, knowledgeable and
professional. I think his character makeup is systemic within the GCPD and it makes me proud to have
the men and women that protect and serve us every day, every minute, in the same way.
 
So please take a moment from your busy schedule and come on out to our next lunch on Friday the 18th
to say hello and extend our collective gratitude to Chief Ayers. You can take it a step further by
donating/volunteering/attending our annual Law Enforcement Appreciation Day Picnic on Saturday the
26th at Rhodes Jordan Park (Pavilion 2) starting at 11am and ending at 2pm. Contact
Amina.Bakari@gwinnettcounty.com for more information.
 
Butch, save a spot for me on the Winnebago.

October Luncheon

October 18, 2019 at 12pm, at
The 1818 Club

6500 Sugarloaf Pkwy.
Duluth, GA 30097

 
This month we present  

Gwinnett County Police Department 
Chief Butch Ayers 

as our guest speaker.

 
 
Chief A. A. "Butch" Ayers is no stranger to Gwinnett
County.  He began his career as a Police Officer
with the Gwinnett County Police Department in
October of 1984.  He has earned promotions at
regular intervals and has worked in almost all areas
of the agency. 

Chief Ayers assumed command of the Police
Department in October 2014.  

 
 
 
 
Deputy Chief Tom Doran will also join Chief Ayers at
the luncheon. Don't miss it! 

Don't forget that the Solo/Small Section Firm is sponsoring a Professional Headshots Event at
our luncheon. GCBA members are eligible to receive professional headshots at a discounted
rate. More information below.

A previous luncheon invite had the wrong link posted for registration for the Professional
Headshots Event.  Here is the correct link.

REGISTER NOW FOR THE LUNCHEON!

GCBA NEWS and SECTION UPDATES 

Family Law Section Update
  

by Dina Khismatulina - Section Chair  

Family Law Section of Gwinnett County Bar Association will have a  luncheon  on Wed.,  Oct 30,
2019,  that will take place at the Gwinnett County Courthouse (1st floor Breezeway)   from noon
to 2 pm.  

Scary topic for Halloween: bar complaints!  The guest speaker for our October 30, 2019 event,
Jim Lewis, Assistant General Counsel for the State Bar of Georgia, will join us to give us
practical tips, tailored for Family Law practitioners, on how to avoid bar complaints and what to
do if any complaints are filed. Mr. Lewis, prior to prosecuting bar complaints for Georgia Bar,
practiced for many years as a family law attorney, including in Gwinnett County. Considering
that Family Law lawyers are at high risk to receive bar complaints, we encourage all member of
the section to attend. Non-members and third parties are welcome! The cost will be $10 for
members and $15 for non members (cash only).
 

Pro Bono Update
 

Thank you to this month's volunteers!
 

Pro Bono Representation 
 

Stacy Ehrisman 
Michael C. Murphy (4) 

Bridget Scanlin 
Anthony M. Zezima 

Clark & Washington, LLC 
 

 Probate Clinic 
 

Sharon Blake-Palmer 
Raymon D. Burns (2) 
Walter J. Clarke (2) 

JB Hilliard
 

Consumer Law Clinic
 

Craig W. Sherrer
 

 Family Law Information Class 

Dawn C. Deans
Lisa J. Sowers

 

Criminal Defense Section Update
 

By Laura Mayfield, GCCDB Communications Officer
 
Please mark your calendar for the annual Toyraiser which is going to be a luncheon on
December 13 at the historic Lawrenceville courthouse. More information will follow in the
upcoming month.
 
The next meeting of the Gwinnett County Criminal Defense Bar is Friday, October 25 from
11:30 AM to 1:00 PM. Our speaker will be Parag Shah is the speaker and his topic is
"Foundations and Electronic Evidence." It should very informative and useful for all trial
practitioners. Location is TBD.
 
The Gwinnett County Criminal Defense Bar held its August 2019 monthly meeting at the
Longhorn Restaurant. The speaker, Tiana Garner, Chief Deputy Clerk for the Gwinnett County
Clerk of Court updated us on developments in the Clerk's office and the new online system.
 

Join the Section!
 
Interested in joining the section or want to RSVP for a monthly meeting? Please contact section
President Richard Armond at richard@armondlaw.com 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

The remainder of this calendar year's events: 

Oct. 18, 2019 - luncheon
Oct. 26, 2019 - Law Enforcement Appreciation Picnic
Nov. 15, 2019 - luncheon 
Dec. 6, 2019 - Winter Party (no Dec. luncheon)

The 2019 Law Enforcement Appreciation Day Picnic is fast
approaching on October 26, 2019 from 11:00-2:00 and we STILL
need your help!

As many of you are aware, each year the Gwinnett County Bar Association and Gwinnett Chiefs
Association sponsor the picnic to support and thank our local law enforcement officers.  The
picnic is one of the larger projects sponsored by the Bar, but we need your help to make it a
success.  With donations from bar members like you, we are able to purchase door prizes for
the officers and their families.  Officers, their families, and children always look forward to
having prize tables stocked with exciting prizes.  We can't make that happen without your help! 

If you can donate money, please make checks payable to the GCBA and send it to the attention
of Amina Bakari in the District Attorney's Office or mail to PO Box 576 Lawrenceville, GA 30046.

If you wish to volunteer your time at the picnic, please email Amina Bakari at 
Amina.Bakari@gwinnettcounty.com  

GCPD Chief Butch Ayers is retiring; successor named
 
(credit: The Atlanta Journal Constitution)

Gwinnett County police Chief Butch Ayers will retire later this year, officials announced on
September 26, 2019.

Ayers has been with the department for 35 years and  took over as chief in 2014. He led the
department through turbulent events in recent years, acting swiftly when two GCPD officers
were  caught on camera assaulting a motorist and providing support when another officer was 
gunned down in the line of duty. 

Ayers also pushed for raises and more aggressive recruiting tactics that have helped beat back
the tide of attrition at the department. 

"I have decided that the time is right to retire and pass the torch to my successor," Ayers said in
a news release. "The men and women of the Gwinnett County Police Department are the finest
anywhere in law enforcement and it has been a great honor to serve with them." 

For the full article, click HERE. 

State Bar of Georgia seeking nominations!

The State Bar of Georgia is seeking nominations for the 19th Annual Chief Justice Thomas O.
Marshall Professionalism awards.  Nominate a Gwinnett County attorney or judge who you
believe has demonstrated the highest professional conduct and paramount reputation for
professionalism.  Nominations due Friday, November 22, 2019.   
 
Attached is the nomination form. 

OPEN POSITIONS 

Gwinnett County Law Department seeks a
Senior Assistant County Attorney 

 
The Gwinnett County Law Department has an opening for a Senior Assistant County Attorney. 
The County Attorney reports directly to the Board of Commissioners and is the legal advisor
and representative of the County. The Senior Assistant County Attorney will primarily be
working with both transactional and litigation matters, as well as other duties as assigned under
the general supervision of a Deputy County Attorney. 
 
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS:

Juris Doctorate;
Member in good standing of the Georgia Bar and admitted to practice in the Superior
Courts of Georgia, United States District Court, Court of Appeals for the State of Georgia,
Supreme Court of Georgia and other courts as necessary;
Substantial experience working as a local government attorney;
Excellent writing skills.

 PREFERRED QUALIFICATIONS:

Five years of state or local government litigation experience.

To apply, follow this link

LEGAL UPDATES and ARTICLES 

Co-Parent Tip of the Month 
by Diane C. Dierks, LMFT, CFLE
 
Let's Just Call a Therapist  
 
H ere's the story: 8-year-old Jenny says she doesn't want to see
her other parent anymore.  "He's mean" or "She yells a lot." 
Jenny's mom and dad are newly divorced.  Jenny seems
depressed and each parent blames the other.  One of them says
Jenny is just fine.  The other says she is developing a mental
disorder because of the other parent's deficiencies. Both could be
right...or wrong.  One parent decides Jenny needs therapy.  Of
course, the therapist will help Jenny be happy again, or maybe
discover that Jenny's other parent is a narcissist, and wouldn't that
be good for the court case?  Because of course the therapist would
have to say something to the court...wouldn't she?

 
There are a couple of problems with this story.  Number one, Jenny is 8.  She will be depressed
because her parents are going through a divorce.  When you are 8, or 18 for that matter, the
reasons for divorce don't make any sense.  Counseling when a child is reacting normally to a
life event can sometimes do more harm than good.  Suddenly, Jenny is the one with a problem,
instead of admitting that Jenny's mom and dad have created a problem and she simply needs
some love and understanding.  But then there's the idea that a therapist is going to step in,
make Jenny feel a lot better (which might happen if Jenny has a lot to talk about), and discover
the reasons for Jenny's depression is the other parent (which also might be right).  That's where
the story gets complicated.  Even if the therapist thinks that Jenny's dad is a narcissist or her
mom is possibly bipolar, Jenny's therapist can't do a thing about that!  She's Jenny's therapist
and must keep everything Jenny says to her confidential, while she simply helps her with coping
skills.  But why not just sign a release so that the therapist can violate Jenny's trust?
 
For the full article, click HERE. 

Lawyer Jokes

Articles and Updates Welcome!
If you would like to contribute to the GCBA Monthly Newsletter,  

e-mail submissions by the 5th of each month to Editor 
Nhan-Ai Simms.

Visit our Facebook Page and our WEBSITE to stay updated until our next newsletter.

STAY CONNECTED: 
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